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TP: When were you born? 
EC: I was born here in Rock Springs, 1919, 69 years ago. 
TP: Were you born in a hospital? 
EC: I don't even know. There was a hospital here at the time but 
most people were born at home. 
TP: Do you have any brothers or sisters? 
EC: I have one brother still living out of six boys and one girl 
in the family. I was #6. There was three boys then one girl 
then three boys. I had one brother younger than me. I have 
one brother living in Reno, Nv, who is 79 years old. 
TP: Can you tell me about your parents? 
EC: My parents came over in 1912 from Italy. They had two boys 
who were twins. It was hard to get papers and one of the 
twins got sick so they decided to leave him there with a aunt 
and grandmother. They came with the one boy. The other came 
over when he was 13 years old. they always wanted to go get 
him but the grandmother and aunt said no. But finally he came 
and he's the one still living. 
TP: He came over after you were born? 
EC: I was a tot when he came over with all us wild indians, and 
he didn't know how to speak the language. he went on the be 
a musician, during the era of the big bands, played in the 
orchestras around the country. My parents came over in 1912 
then my dad died in 1925 when I was six years old. The oldest 
was 15 and the youngest was only 4. This was right before 
the depression when things were rough. My dad owned a bakery 
and was partners with another guy. After he died mother sold 
the bakery. Most of us kids worked in that bakery helping to 
clean it and wrap bread and do everything there is to do in 
a bakery. When I was 12 years old I went there before school 
and would wrap bread and clean, it was rough. You talk to 
young people now and they don't realize what people had to do. 
They take it with a grain of salt. I graduated in Rock 
Springs in 1937. 
TP: Do you remember what schools you went to? 
EC: The first school I went to was Lincoln School which was an old 
wooden school with just two grades, first grade and second 
grade. Then they tore that down then you went to Yellowstone 
School which you had to walk to. 
TP: Where in town did you live? 
EC: We lived on H Street up the street form where Lincoln School 
is now and then I went to Junior High. This was on C Street 
by where the old library is now. Then to high school, what 
is now East Junior High was the high school and graduated 
there, then went to work in the bakery that mother had owned 
half of. Worked for a while then decided to get out because 
it was a rough business and went to work for the government 
in New Mexico for a couple of years. 
TP: When was this? 
EC: In 1939 before WWII and spent two years there then came back 
here and got a job as apprentice carpenter while on vacation 
here. Worked a little over a year then joined the U.S.A.F. 
I already had draft papers and would have been drafted. 
TP: What did you do for the government in New Mexico? 
EC: Surveying with the General Land Office-GLO-just surveyed 
quarter sections, went all over New Mexico. 
TP: How did you get the job? 
EC: I didn't want to be in the bakery business anymore and the guy 
that was the Land Commissioner from Washington was from Rock 
Springs by the name of Johnson and an old friend of the 
family. He was visiting my mother and she mentioned to him 
I was looking and he set it up. He was with President 
Roosevelt and was General Land Commissioner. It wasn't a bad 
job, I went there and lived in tents, and moved around a lot. 
In the winter time we worked down south where it was warmer 
and the summer time we worked the mountains. I worked two 
years down there then came back and worked 1 1/2 years as an 
apprentice carpenter. 
TP: Who did you work for? 
EC: It was Overland Lumber back then, then went to Tri-State 
Lumber, then it was Foster Lumber. Foster just closed it down 
a couple of years ago. So then I went to the service where 
I spent most of the time in Europe. When the war was over I 
came back and worked for them three years. There was three 
of us brothers down there. 
TP: Let's go back, where in Europe were you stationed? 
EC: From here we went to England until the invasion and came into 
France. I was in the Air Force so I wasn't on the front line. 
In the Air Force you let everyone go then you came up behind. 
They finally broke through and we were pushing the Germans 
back and we finally went to Paris and took over the Air Field, 
called Villa Coubage and spent five months there. Then from 
there we moved up to Belgium and from there to Germany. When 
the war was almost over they shipped us back. We were getting 
ready to go to South Pacific and the war ended and they 
shipped us home and got rid of us. Never had a day of 
furlough from the time I left and came home in three years. 
So then came back and went to work with the Lumber Co. I had 
served my apprenticeship. I had two brothers working with me 
and we decided to go into the contracting business. 
TP: What year was that? 
EC: 1950. We had a good business and it did well. One brother 
finally decided to buy what was Kieth's Store and his son runs 
Denny's. That left two of us. The other brother had a heart 
attack so he decided to get out too, and went to work for the 
schools as a maintenance man, that was 1978. then the second 
brother got out and I was alone so then one of my sons working 
for the U. P. National Resource Division as Architectural 
Engineer went in with me. After a few years of that I got out 
and let him have it. I just piddled around a few years, I 
sold him the business at age 58, no, make that 60, but still 
kept doing odd jobs like building little cabinets and the 
likes. I took Social Security at age 62 and could only make 
so much money so I just piddled around. 
TP: Go back to when you were a kid growing up. 
things did you do for fun? 
What kind of 
EC: We played basketball. There wasn't much things to do. We did 
some hiking. Swimming in the swamp because there was no pool. 
It was the Bittercreek and there was more water in it. It was 
kind of a pool where the mine water came into it be where 
Bunning pipe storage is, before they stopped us. Another 
place was at the Old Colonial Mine but they were afraid 
someone would drown. When we were kids and the Army was 
flying the mail we would walk all the way to the airport. 
It's where the golf courses are now and watch planes. We 
would just puck up a bunch of guys and have a baseball or 
basketball game. 
TP: Did you have a movie theater? 
EC: Old Rialto we went to the movies only on Saturday couldn't 
afford more, for 1 dime. Its where Rock Springs National Bank 
is. Also there was the Grande Theater where the Old Rock 
Union Hall use to be. We would buy 5 cents worth of candy and 
go to the movie. 
TP: What were you schools like? 
EC: We had large classes--good schools, good teachers. We had a 
reunion last year with all our old classmates most of them 
have done well. 
TP: When did you get married and where did you meet you wife? 
EC: She was a nurse working at the hospital on the hill. We know 
each other before I went to the service and when I got home 
we got together and got married. 
TP: Did you know her when you were growing up? 
EC: No, she was originally from Indiana and moved to Superior. 
She lived in the house next to the hospital and one time 
Corrolla remodeled his apartment building. Wardell Courts was 
the Nursing School and she was going to school to be a nurse. 
My wife said I looked good in my Eisenhower Jacket. That was 
the only reason. We had 2 boys and a girl. The boys are in 
constructing business. Sent them to college so they wouldn't 
have to do that but followed in my footsteps. 
TP: What was it like in Rock Springs when you were growing up? 
EC: Only Coal Mines; and the Railroad here. When the trains went 
to oil that's when the town went to heck. Just lucky they 
opened up the Trona Mines. 
TP: Which mines were open? 
EC: There was #1 where the Jr. High is now #2 where Jones Junk 
yard is on the Belt Route is. #3 and #4 is where Pilot Butte 
runs through. #5 was out west of town. Town in divided into 
7 section #7 was Jack Town where Sands Cafe is. 
TP: When did they move the Airport? 
EC: I worked on it when I was an apprentice. It was right after 
the war. They took the building with the round roof. We sat 
it up little by little. They fixed it up and put the office 
and waiting room in then they build a new one. 
TP: You use to have passenger service on the railroad? 
EC: A lot of passenger service there was no plane service. 
Everything worked with the railroad. That's what kept the 
town when the trains went to oil. That was the end of Rock 
Springs as far as the coal mines was concerned. Then they 
opened the Trona Mines they built the power plant out there. 
Now its flat we have the dumbest Energy Policy ever seen. All 
this oil and gas and no exploration because they get 
everything from overseas because they want it cheap. It would 
make a difference in Rock Springs I think it will come back 
I think things would get better around here. 
TP: Was there a lot of highway traffic? 
EC: There was no freeway there was only two lane roads with every 
curve and every bump was little traffic. It was no nice 
straight super highway. They built a road that followed every 
contour. It was a big deal to go to Salt Lake. It took most 
of the day to go and you had to stay overnight. 
TP: Do you see a lot of difference in the way kids are raised now. 
EC: Kids need everything given to them because they don't know 
what to do. When we grew up there was no T>V> and we were a 
lot better off. 
TP: Did you listen to the radio? 
EC: We listened to radio at night--Amos and Andy, Fiber Me Gee. 
We got two stations from Salt Lake. Mostly listened in 
wintertime, in the summertime was spent outside. We played 
games, cards, and you stayed out until 9 or 10 p.m. sometimes. 
Just stand under the street light shooting the bull. 
TP: How large was Rock Springs? 
EC: Edge of town was the Stadium Company houses--really shacks. 
Start where Rock Theatre is was the edge. one the north--
Pilot Butte Ave. was out by the Lamplighter Motel. Old man 
Layos bought the whole hill then sold off as lots that was in 
30's. 
TP: Tell me about the Ethnic groups. 
EC: There was the Italian Lodge, Slav Lodge and they use to have 
parties. Mostly the Italians and Slavs got together. The 
Greeks got together in the Greek Church. 
TP: What were the Religious Groups. 
EC: All the Italians were Catholic and went to Lady Sorrows. On 
the north was the Slav church. 
TP: What were holidays like? 
EC: On July 4th we didn't have fireworks, usually have a Rodeo or 
Parade. The unions would put on programs at the Realto where 
they have Amateur Hour. April the first was a big day (Labor 
day) or something. Unions were helpful to Rock Springs. 
There was too many scabs out there otherwise coal miners would 
be working 12 hour days, and make enough to put a little food 
on the table. We had major strikes but no violence. I don't 
remember guys walking around with signs. They would go on 
strike and most of the guys would go fishing. I am pro-union. 
As long as its run right. Taft Hartly Law when it came in got 
rid of most of the scabs, and they ruin the building business. 
I was a member of the Carpenter and Joiners of America Local 
1620. 
TP: What kind of activities were you involved in? 
EC: Golf, do a lot of walking since we are getting old. Go out 
in the country with our trailer and do a little fishing. 
We've been around the world on vacation, been on a Caribbean 
Cruise, been to Italy twice to visit our relatives. 
TP: How long has the Golf Course been here? 
EC: Golf course only been here the last 3-4 years. We always 
played in Green River. Because there is a country there, 
private and you can go down there and golf whenever you want. 
We go to some football and basketball games. 
TP: Has there been a lot of ups and downs in Business Trade. 
EC: Big up when they built the power plant and the Trona Mines 
were expanded. We were building houses like crazy. It gets 
slow in the winter month. Most of the jobs were remodeling 
jobs. After the war in the holidays people didn't want their 
houses tore up. 
TP: Were you ever involved in Politics? 
EC: No. One time I had a group come to me and ask me to run for 
city counsel and I laughed at them. I was just too busy to 
get involved. The building business wasn't just a 9 to 5 job. 
It was six days a week, 9 to 10 hours and do business at 
night. 
TP: What was the depression like? Were a lot of people out of 
work? 
EC: I worked at the bakery there was no Welfare. It was rough 
during, before, and after the depression. Not really a lot 
of people out of work. The mines didn't lay off, instead of 
working three days you would work two, some weeks only one 
day. They had a big whistle that blew, to let you know if the 
mine worked tomorrow. 
TP: Do you feel Rock Springs had a corruption problem? 
EC: Oh yes, due to the boom. There was 3,400 working at the Power 
Plant; and all the dopers and hookers came in. Dan Rather 
made a big deal on 60 Minutes, and made it look worse. there 
was money flying around. We had a relative that wanted to see 
"K" Street. They were surprised it was only a two minute 
drive. There was a half dozen Hooker Houses and all these 
bars. I think it was over blown. At that time you couldn't 
get out of your car because some hooker would walk up to you. 
There were robberies and shootings. 
TP: When did they build the freeway around town. 
EC: 10-12 years or more. Tourist didn't spend money here. It did 
close motels in town and restaurants but didn't affect the 
whole town. Its going to come back you've got you ups and 
downs cycles. It will come back again but its going to have 
to be oil or gas that's going to do it here. 
